Trung Tudng Ngo Quang Trudng
Pé Tam Pang Bao Quéc Hudn Chuong

(1929 - 2007)

Trong hoan canh lich s&r khé khan ctaa Viét Nam Cong Hoa, mot vi lanh dao qubc gia hoac mot
vi Tudng, dudc ca dan va quan kinh mén, khéng cé dugc may ngudi. Trung Tudng Ngé Quang
Trudng la mét trong s6 it nhitng ngudi do.

Trung Tudng Ngé Quang Trudng la mét Tudng lanh cua chién trudng, mét vi Tudng xudt sac
nhat trong hang tudng lanh ciia Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Ong da phuc vu trong quan doi
tr ndm 1954 dén 1975. Ong cling dudc xem | ngu'di hiing Quang Tri khi danh bat quan xam
lang Céng san Bac Viét, tai chiém Quang Tri vao nam 1972 .

Trung Tudng Ngd Quang Trudng , s6 quén:49/100.012. Ong sinh ngay 13/12/1929, tai Kién
Hoa. Nhap ngii ngay 17/11/1953, tét nghiép Khoa 4 Si Quan Tru bj Thu Durc, thang 6/1954. Ra
trudng vai cdp buc Thiéu Uy, dudc b6 nhiém Dai ddi trudng Pai ddi 1, Ti€u doan 5 Nhay du.

= N3m 1955, Ong tham gia cudc tiéu trir luc lugng Binh Xuyén va dudc ddc cach thing cap
Trung ay tai mat tran.

= Nam 1963, Ong dudc thang cap Pai ay.

»  N3m 1964, Ong thang c&p Thiéu ta va dugc b6 nhiém Ti€u doan trudng Tiéu doan 5 Nhay
du . Cling ndm 1964, Ti€u doan 5 Nhay du do Ong chi huy dudc truc thang vén nhay vao
mat khu Do X3a, thudc quan Minh Long, tinh Quang Ngai, pha v3 can c’ dia cua B6 Tu Iénh
Mat trédn B.1 clia Cong san Bac Viét, tich thu 160 sing du loai. Cling trong thdi gian nay
Ong d& anh diing clru mang mdt c8 van Hoa Ky bi trong thuong, Pai Uy Thomas B.
Thockmorton, con cua Trung Tuéng John Thockmorton, chi huy phd MACV luc bay gid.
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Thiéu Té Ngé Quang Trudng va Pai Uy Thomas B. Thockmorton

N3m 1965, Tiéu doan 5 Nhay du do Ong chi huy dugc truc thang van nhady vao mat khu
Hac Dich, thudc vung nui 6ng Trinh, tinh Phudc Tuy (Ba Ria), can c ctia Su doan 7 Cong
san Bac Viét. Sau hai ngay cham sing, Nhay du da gay thiét hai nang né cho hai Trung
doan Q.762 va Q.762 thudc Su doan 7 Cong san Bac Viét. Ong dugc dac cach thing cép
Trung ta tai mat tran, va dugc tudng thudng Dé T BDang Bado Qudc Huan Chuong.

Nd@m 1965 sau trédn Hac Dich, Qng dudc b6 nhiém chilrc vu Tham muu trudng LT doan
Nhay du. Pé€n cudi nam 1965, Ong nhan nhiém vu Tham muu trudng Su doan Nhay du.

N&m 1966 Ong dudc thidng cap Pai ta. A

Vao thdng 6/1966, sau cudc bién ddng tai mién Trung, Ong dugc bd nhiém chic vu Tu
Iénh Su doan 1 BO6 binh, dudi quyén chi huy cua Thi€u tudng Hoang Xuan Lam, Tu Iénh
Quan doan I.

N&m 1967, cac don vi thudc Su doan 1 B binh do Ong ch| huy, gom Dai doi H&c Bao
Trinh Sat, cung Chi doan 2/7 Thiét Van Xa M.113, do bai Uy Nguyén Héa chi huy, tang
phai Tiéu doan 9 Nhay du do Thiéu td Nguyén Thé& Nha chi huy, tdn céng, pha v& ha tang
cd sé va toan bd luc lugng COng san thudc mat trdn Ludng C6, Ddng Xuyén, My Xa thudc
quan Huong Tra, tinh Thira Thién.

Sau chién cong nay Ong dudgc thdng c&p Chuan tuéng.

N3m 1968, cac dan vi thudc Su doan 1 BO binh do Ong chi huy, tdng phai Chién doan 1
Nhay du (gdbm cdc Tiéu doan 2, 7 va 9 ) do Trung td Lé Quang Ludng (sau nay la Chuén
tudng, Tu Iénh Su doan Nhay du) chi huy da phong thu thanh cong tai Hué trong 26 ngay
(tr 30 thdng 1 dén 24 thang 2, 1968). Cac don vi ndy da day lui cdc dan vi xung kich cla
Cong san Bac Viét, gdm Doan 5 (cac Tiéu doan K4A, K4B, Tiéu doan 12 ddc cdng ndi
thanh, Thanh doan Hué&) Doan 6 (cac Tiéu doan K41, K6, Ti€u doan 13 ddc cdng ndi thanh
Hué, cac bai doi dac cong 15, 16, 17, 18, tang cudng moét Dai dbi sing phong khong 37
ly, hai Bai d6i Cong san quan Hudng Tra, Phong Dién, hai Dai d6i biét dong ndi thanh
Hué&), va hai Tiéu doan 416, 418 thudc doan Cu Chinh Lan t{c doan 9.

Tudng John H. Cushman k& lai: “ Hai ngay trudc Tét Méu Thén, Tu’c’ing Trudng linh tinh
cho Ong biét, s& c6 mét chuyén gi do (mét cudc tan cong cuia quan Bac Viét 77) Xay ra va
Ong cho dat Su doan 1 trong tinh trang bao dong. Qua dém dau tién khong co chuyen gi
xay ra, Ong cho bo linh bdo ddng, nhung van gilr Su doan 1 trong tinh trang san sang Va
dém hoém sau, cubc tan cong TetAMau Théan bat dau, va kéo dai dén méy tuan sau.”

Tudng Trudng va cac dan vi cta Ong da gilt viring Hué’ va gay thiét hai nang né cho cac
dan vi tdn cong Hué. Sau tran Mau Than 6ng dudc dac cach thang cap Thiéu tudng.

N&m 1970 Ong dugc thdng cdp Trung tudng.
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Trong cudc hanh quan Toan Théng 42, khai dién vao ngay 2/5/1970, Quan doan IV da
phdi hgp v3i Quan doan III do Tudng D& Cao Tri chi huy, vugt bién gigi Viét-Mién tién vao
mat khu Ba Thu ctia Cong san Bac Viét tai M6 Vet. Thi€u tudng Nguyén Viét Thanh, tu
lénh Quan doan IV d& hy sinh vi t& qudc, trong cudc hanh quén nay. Trung Tudng Trudng
dudc b6 nhiém chlc vu Tu Lénh Quén doan IV kiém Tu Iénh Quan khu 1V, va nhan ban
giao Quan doan vao ngay 21/8/1970. Ong gilr nhiém vu nay cho dén déau thang 5/1972.

Na@m 1972 mula heé do lra, quan Cong san Bac Viét md cudc tan coéng vao Quéan khu I. Luc
lugng cua Quén Luc Viét Nam COng Hoa tai Quan khu I bi tén that tinh Quang Tri . Tudng
Ng6 Quang Trudng dugc diéu dong vao chiic vu Tu I€nh Quan doan I va Quan khu I thay
thé Trung Tuédng Hoang Xuan Lam. Nhan ban giao Quan doan vao ngay 3 /5/1972. Quan
dan mién Trung vui mung khi thay vi Tuédng kinh mén da trd lai v8i qué huong than yéu
cua ho. Va tinh than chién dau cua quan va dan vung I Ién cao bdi phan. Cac tan Si Quan
Trir Bi Tha Blc, hang hai tinh nguyén chon vé phuc vu tai Su doan B0 binh Iirng danh
nhat clia quan ddi: Su doan 1 B binh, dé bao vé phan tuyén dau cua Té qudbc.

Quén khu I, dudc tdng cudng véi toan bd luc Iugng téng trir bi ctia Quan Luc Viét Nam
Cdng Hoa va dugc su yém trg tir xa bsi Ham ddi 7 Hoa Ky, chi trong vong 489 gid da day
lui va tai chi€m Tinh, C& Thanh Quang Tri, cung t&t ca cdc phan dat & phia Nam sdng My
Chanh, Cua Viét, va gay thiét hai that nang né cho cac dan vi cua Cong san Bac Viét.

Qua nhitng chi€n cong nay, Ong dudc du luan qudc té€ va qudc ndi, xem la moét vi Tudng
tai gioi cua Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa. A

Nam 1975, v@i chic vu Tu Iénh Quan doan I va Quan khu I, Ong bi Idy di Su doan Nhay
du dang cung Su doan 1 va Su doan Thay Quan Luc Chié€n tran thu Quéan khu I. Ong dudc
Iénh phai tir tha Hué, nhung sau it 1au lai nhan Iénh di tan toan bé Quan doan I vao Da
Nang. Do thi€u thdi gian chudn bi, cudc di tan hoan toan thét bai, gdy tdn that cho luc
lUgng quan su va cd gidi cia Quan doan 1. Thiét hai dang k& nhét 1a viéc quan doi Viét
Nam COng Hoa mét hoan toan quyén kiém soat ving 1&nh thé cé 3 triéu dan, va thiét

hai hai Su doan thubc hang thién chién nhat cua Quan Luc Viét Nam COng Hoa la Su doan
1 BO binh va Su doan Thuy Quén Luc Chién, va da dua dén su sup dd toan bd mién Nam
mot cach nhanh chong, bat ngd.

Trong nhiftng gid phut hdn loan dé, Ong da & lai vdi binh si cho dén gid phut chét, cudi
cung pha| bgi ra tau xu6i Nam.

Ong trd vé Sai Gon va khai bénh, dudng bénh cho dén khi Sai Gon that thu.

Nhitng ngay cudi thdng Tu 1975, Tudng Nguyén Cao Ky dap truc thdng xuéng B Tong
Tham Muu, vo6 tinh gap Trung Tu’c’jng Trudng dang cé mat tai day. Tudng Ky mdi Trung
Tudng Trudng cung di tan ra chién ham cua Ham d6i 7 Hai Quan Hoa Ky, dang cé mat
ngoalhalphan

Ong cling gia dinh qua Hoa Ky, dinh cu tai ving B&c ti€éu bang Virginia, gan Thu D6 Hoa
Thinh Bon. Trung Tudng Ng6é Quang Trudng tu tran tai Fairfax, Virginia vao ngay 22 thang
Giéng nam 2007.

NGi qué huong mdi, Ong di hoc lai, ra trudng va lam viéc cho Association of American
Railroad, nhu la m6ét Computer Analyst, cho dén ngéy Ong vé huu vao nam 1994,

Trong thai gian nay, lubn luén u uat bsi gam nham nGi budn, va tu &n han vi viéc di tan
cua Quan doan I, Ong da tU chdi ti€p xuc vai gidi truyén théng, bao chi. Khong xuat hién
trong cac cudc sinh hoat cta Cong dong ty nan Viét Nam trong vung

Ong séng nhitng thang ngay that an dat, da cd nhiéu gidi chirc thdm quyén cua chinh phu
Hoa Ky, dé€n tan nha tham viéng Ong trong nhiing limousine, kiéng den quay kin, nhung
nhu’ng lang giéng chung quanh van khong biét Ong la ai. Qua bao chi dia phu’dng, sau khi
Ong tir tran, mdi biét réng 1ang giéng cua ho 1& mét vi Tudng ndi danh nhat clia Quéan luc
Viét Nam Cong Hoa. B

Ngoai tai chi huy quan su, Ong van luén dudc cac chién si Quan Luyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa
va dong bao kinh trong, vi ddi s6ng hét sic thanh bach cia Ong. Budc ménh danh la mét
trong 4 vi Tuéng thanh liém, trong sach nhat cua Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa, qua cau:
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“Nh&t Thdng (Nguyén Pifc Thang), nhi Chinh (Phan Trong Chinh), tam Thanh
(Nguyen Viét Thanh), t& Truéng (Ng6 Quang Trudng)”.

= Nhirng ngay & trai ty nan Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, Ong chi c6 dudc 20 d6 la trong tui, do
mot ngudi ban (cuu cd van Hoa Ky) tang.

= Trung Tudng ( hdi huu ) John H. Cushman trd thanh ngudi ban than véi Ong (sau thdi
gian lam viéc chung v@i Trung Tudng Trudng ) cho biét: * Khong nhu nhitng vi Tudng khac
lam giau nhg chic vy, Trung Tudng khdng co lay mot bd suit (complet), vg Trung Tudng
van nudi heo tai nha, trong khu cu' xa Si Quan.

= Cubc ddi binh nghiép ctia Ong thanh céng nhaG cac bién phap clng rdn, va sat canh chién
ddu vdi binh si ngoai mat tran. Thugng xuyén thi sat cac tién don héo lanh, nguy hiém.

= La mdt vi Tudng tac chién chuyén nghiép, Ong khdng tham gia va cling khdng dé& bj anh
hudng clia chinh tri va phe phai. Ong da tirng néi: ™ Quan ddi 1a quan ddi va tdi chi nhan
Iénh ctia Tong Tu Iénh Quan doi”.

= Ong lubn ludn vdi quén phuc tac chién, do gidp, non sat, binh bi ddng nudc va ca mot cai
xéng ca nhén, dé€ lam guong cho thudc cdp. P4 Ia hinh anh cua vi Tudng Tu Lénh Vung,
ma d3dc biét ddéng bao vung I va IV, kho thé nao quén dugc.

= Lam viéc 7 ngay mot tuan, danh hét tam tri va céng surc cho cong vu.

= Ong yéu thuong thudc cap, san sé moi Igi I16¢c, tai chanh, thang thudng cho moi ngudi.

»  Pudc hau hét quan, dan, can, chinh khen nggdi va tin tudng Ong. A

* Quan xam lang Cong san Bac Viét kinh sg, kha nang quan su cta Ong.

= Gilta nam 1974 , Ong da lam mot viéc ngoan muc, rat dudc long dan. Quéan nhan cua
moét dan vi tai vung I da lua mét dan bo cua dan ching, dem giau & thung Iling Qué San.
Khi nghe dan chung té cao. Ong dich than bay di tim va dem trao tra cho khd chu. S6 bd
con thi€u Ong cho trur luong tir Trung Boan Trudng dén binh si, l1dy tién mua bo tra du s6
cho dan.

»  Ong khéng dung dudng, bao che cac viéc ldm x&u cua thudc cdp, nhu mot s cac vi chi
huy khac.

= Ong ludn ludn cd gang tim kiém, nhitng phuong cach tét dep nhat, dé& cai thién cudc séng
cua quan nhan cac cap va gia dinh cua ho.

** Trung Tudng Ngbé Quang Trudng la con ré ctia nha van tién chién Thach Lam. Trung Tudng
va Phu nhéan cé dugc tat ca sau ngudi con , bon trai, hai gai, tat ca déu da cé gia that. Ong
cling c6 ducc 12 chdu va 2 chat....

Cac tac phadm quén su

Bat dau nam 1979, theo I6i mai ciia Trung tam Quan s Quan luc Hoa Ky (U.S. Army Center of
Military History), 6ng ghi lai kinh nghiém chién d&u qua 3 quyén sach hién con luu trif tai trung
tdm ké trén.

= "The Easter Offensive of 1972" (1983),
= "Territorial Forces" (1984), va
= "RVANF and US Operational Cooperational Coordination" (1984).

Nhan dinh vé Trung Tuéng Ngbé Quang Trudng
Trung tudng Ngé Quang Trudng khéng nhitng dugc dan, quan, can, chinh mién Nam kinh mén,
thuong yéu, ma Ong con dugc nhitng chién si, nhitng vi chi huy cta Quan Luc Hoa Ky chién dau

tai Viét Nam kinh phuc vé dirc do, cling nhu kha nang lanh dao va tac chién cua Ong.

* Tudng Creighton Abrams, Tu |énh Quéan Luc Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam t&r nam 1968 dén 1972 da
tirng tuyén bé: Tudng Trudng cd khd ndng dé chi huy mét Su Poan cia Quén Luc Hoa Ky.
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* Trong hoi ky ctia Dai Tuédng H. Norman Schwarzkopf, nguyén Tu Iénh Bo chi huy Trung Bong
va tu 1énh quan doi Bong Minh trong chién dich Bdo Sa Mac 1991, Ong da viét vé Tudng Trudng
nhu sau: "...[General Trudng is] the most brilliant tactical commander I'd ever known ...", tam
dich "[Trung Tudng Trudng la] ngudi chi huy chién thuat kiét xudt nhat ma téi tung duoc biét".

Ciing trong cudn hoi ky nay, viét nam 1992, Pai tudng Schwarzkopf da ca nggi Tudng Trudng
nhu mot anh hung trong tran danh tai thung Iling Ia-Drang.( Khi Tudng Trudng la Trung Ta va
Tudng Schwarzkopf |a Thi€u Ta C8 vén). DAy la trén th( Ira, trdn danh 18n dau tién, va ddm
mau nhét (gilfa luc lugng Cong san Béac Viét vdi luc luong Khdng ky Hoa ky va sau dé véi luc
lugng Nhay Du cua Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa, vao thang 11/1965). Khi quan xam lang Cong
san Bac Viét quyét dinh chuyén tir cudc chién tranh du kich, sang chién tranh quy udc, tham
chién véi cap sb tiéu doan va trung doan. Quan Cong san Bac Viét da bj t6n that ndng né trong
tran giao tranh nay, véi luc lugng Khéng ky Hoa Ky, va Nhay du cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Trung ta Ngé Quang Trudng va Thiéu Ta Norman Schwarzkopf

* Trung td George W. Smith, nguyén c6 van Su doan 1 BO binh, trong but ky "The Siege at Hué
da viét: "General Truong was tough, disciplined, and dedicated to his military profession. Unlike
many of his contemporaries who had climbed the ranks through political influence, nepotism, or
cold, hard cash, he had earned his stars on the battlefield. He was viewed as a self-starter,
without a hint of corruption or ego. He was regarded by the Americans as unquestionably the
finest senior combat commander in the South Vietnamese army."; tam dich "Tuéng Trudng la
moét ngudi ciing ran, ky luat, va hét long vdi binh nghiép. Khong nhu mot sé déng liéu ctia 6ng
thang quan tién chuc bang quen biét hay lo 16t, 6ng deo sao trén vai bang chién cdng tai mat
tran. Ong 13 ngudi cadn man, thanh liém, va khong tu cao tu dai. Ngudi My cho rang ai cling phai
nhin nhan 6ng la ngudi chi huy chi€n dau tai gioi nhat cua quan déi Nam Viét Nam."

* SUr gia Bill Laurie, khi dugc tin Tudng Ngdé Quang Trudng qua dgi, da thu cho bai Ta Ha Mai
Viét, nguyén Trudng Phong 3, Quan doan I (1973-1974) nhu sau: “ Dai Ta Viét, I am very sad to
hear this. General Truong was true Viet Nam patriot, a brave man, and a man of impeccable
character. We are all the worse of for his passing, but we will never, ever, forget him.”

* Nhat bao Washington Post trong sé ra ngay 25/01/2007 da viét IGi khen nggi Trung Tudng:
“.... Ngo Quang Truong, 77, who was considered one of most honest and capable generals of the
South Vietnamese Army during the long Vietnam War....”

* Vao nhitng ndm cudi dsi, Ong da can dam dé chién ddu vdi cdn binh ngdt nghéo, nhu ngay
nao Ong d& can ddm chién ddu ngoai mit trén, trong cudng vi cia mot vi Tudng, nhu Tién si
Lewis Sorley ( SU gia ), nguyén la Si Quan Thiét Giap Hoa Ky, t6t nghiép Vo Bi West Point, ting
ti€p xuc vdi Tudng Trudng nhiéu lan, da ndi: “I had the privilege of calling Gen. Truong only few
weeks ago. I admired his courage in facing his final illness every bit as much as I did his
battlefield bravely and generalship”.
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* Dong thdi trong mot e-mail gdi d&n cho nhitng ngudi ban ddng khoéa cua Ong - West Point
Class of 1956 - bao tin Trung Tudng Trudng qua ddi. Tién si Lewis Sorley d& khéng quén nhac
cho nhitng ban Ong dudc nhé, nhitng 16i nhdn xét va khen nggi Trung Tudng Ngd Quang Trudng
va Su doan 1 BO binh Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa cua Tudng Creighton Abrams, vi Tu Iénh
Quan lyc Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam tu nam 1968 dén 1972. (.. General Truong, in my judgment, is
the most professionally qualified officer that ARVN’s got in the field ........... When General Truong
commanded the 1° Division, General Abrams had this to say:" It’s a first-class division. It’s
clearly the best troops they’ve got in-country......”

* V3 cuGi cung Tién si Lewis Sorley d3 viét cho nhitng ban ctia Ong: " Farewell to one of the
great soldiers and a man of incandescent modesty, decency and integrity ”

* Ong da co thdi gian chuén bi, va Ong d& mudn khi Ong ra di tang 1€ phai dudc ctr hanh dan
gian, that don gian. Nhung nhirng ngudi Chién Si Viét Nam Cong Hoa - nhirng ngudi ludon s6ng
cho tinh nghia huynh d@é chi binh, biét kinh trén, nhudng dugi - thi khéng thé nao d& mét ngudi
anh ca dang kinh cua quan déi, ra di trong lanh lung, khéng ké tién dua.Thé nén dam tang cla
Ong da dugc clr hanh trong thé, véi day du 1€ nghi quan cach - ma nhing ngu"di chién si Viét
Nam Cong Hoa luu vong, c6 dugc - rat déng dao chlen si Viét Nam Cong Hoa cac cép, thudc cac
Quan Binh chung da dén, dé chao tién biét, tién dua Ong dén nai an nghi cudi cung Chi tiéc
réng ndi Ong an nghi khoéng phai 1a Nghia Trang Quan Doi Bién Hoa - bén canh md phén cua
hang ngan anh linh tU si d& mot thdi chién d&u bén Ong, d& dsi ddi yén nghi - ma 1a ngi x( la
qué ngudi, ngan trung xa cach qué huong.

Nhitng hinh anh déng dao, trang nghiém va cam dong cla tang I€, da lam nhifng ngudi dan ban
xr ngac nhién va than phuc vé tinh than va ky luat tét dep cua nhitng ngudi cyu Chién Si Quan
Luc Viét Nam COng Hoa - du da hdn 30 nam qua, nhung van nhu ngay nao - van gilt niém
thuong yéu va su kinh trong déi v@i thugng cap, dac biét trong nhirng gid phut sau cung.

* MOt vi sao vira mat...
* MOt canh du da rai... ;
* MOt vi tudng anh hung da vinh vien ra di...

* Nhung, “ Anh Hang Tu, Khi Hang Bat Tua " , Ong d3 dé lai trong long biét bao quan dan,
can, chinh Viét Nam Cong Hoa - da ting anh dung chi&n d&u, vao sanh ra tir véi Ong trong
nhirng thang ngay non nudc diéu linh - nhiing ngam ngui kinh mén, ti€c thuong.

Va nhéat 1a dong bao vung I van mai nhé dn Ong...

* Co thé gid day, khi phach anh linh, thanh than, Ong d& trd vé véi qué huong - sau han 30
mudi ndm trdi vi nan nudc, luu lac x&r ngudi, véi n6i niém u ut, dau budn khéng ngudi, va
khéng muén té cung ai - d&€ dugc xum hop vdéi anh linh cua biét bao chién si, dong bao Viét
Nam Céng Hoa, nhifng ngudi da tirng chi€n dau bén Ong, khi qué hudng chim trong Ira khoi
guan thu, nay da vinh vién yén nghi muon dgi trong Iong dat Me than yéu.
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* Dé thay cho mét nén huong tien biét, kinh dang dai Nién trudng.



